4         A SYNTHETIC VIEW OF VKDANTA

The poetic spirit of modern India finds i
expression in the life and message of Rabindranati
The poet does not infer truth, but has a direct in
the wholeness and harmony of things. He has th
and faculty divine", by which he reaches the soul
ness in things evil. Art releases us from the routi
and reveals the inner joy of creation. Western
reduces man to a machine and dissects spiritual
mere physical units. It is no profit to triurs
external nature and be tyrannised by the passions
from within. Mechanism and mammon-worship <
in compartmental views and cut-throat competition
is opposed to Krupp guns and atomic bombs. The
not a dead machine, but a living whole. But all this
mean that India should return to the past or take
worldliness. A slavish clinging to the past is a
growth as is the spirit of modernizing. Free na
should be expansive and not exclusive. Indian cu
born in the forest and is expansive; but westen
was born in the city and is therefore exclusive.   ^
not hostile or alien to the aspirations of maA. S<
man and nature is like dividing the bud and the
The poet seizes the beauty that is in nature, int<
external, and loses himself in the rapture of con
The same spirit shines in the stars above and the soi
God is not a Being who is beyond the universi
immanent in it as the life of its life. The infinite is
in the finite. The world is a witness to His living
It vibrates with the joy of sharing in the Etc
becoming one with It. The world song cannot be ^
from the Eternal Singer. Other-worldliness is as
to spiritual growth ^as sense-enjoyment. The bod